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parting, the volunteers, who belonged to a battalion from the Gironde, wishing to give their new friends a means of passing through the French columns without being arrested, took from their uniforms the metal buttons bearing the name of their battalion, and attached them to my uncles' civilian clothes, enabling them thus to pass themselves off as belonging to the commissariat. With this new-fashioned passport they traversed all the French cantonments without arousing any suspicion. They reached Prussia, and established themselves in the town of Halle, where M. de 1'Isle found opportunities of giving lessons. They lived there peaceably till 1803, when my mother succeeded in getting them struck off the list of emigres, and after twelve years of exile my two uncles returned to France.
K  2l ill, but, with his brother's support, reached a little town in Wurtemberg, where they entered a wretched inn and found a closet and a bed. At daybreak they saw the Austrians depart, and learnt that the Prench were about to occupy the town. La Coste, unable to move, bade de Flsle provide for his own safety and leave him to the protection of God. De Tlsle declared in so many words that he would not abandon his dying brother. Meanwhile two Prench volunteers presented themselves at the inn with a billet. The landlord showed them to the closet occupied by my uncles, informing these that they would have to go elsewhere. It was truly said that during the Revolution Prench honour had taken refuge in the armies. The two soldiers, seeing la Coste apparently at the point of death, not only declared to the landlord that he should stay with them, but also demanded a large room on the first floor with several beds, where they established themselves with my two uncles. In an enemy's country the conqueror is the master. The landlord obeyed the two Prench volunteers, who, during a fortnight that their battalion was quartered in the town, took infinite care of MM. de la Coste and de 1'Isle. They made them share the good meals which, according to the practice of war, their host was obliged to furnish; and this comfortable diet, together with the rest, restored la Coste to a measure of health. At                                       Kng leave. The non-rt again in hostilities.
